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Workshop Overview

<xWhat Is visual impairment?
<x'Classification ands«rules
<{Terminology and behaviour
<XGuide Running

<{Further support and guidance
<xPractical
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Visual Impairment

<xVisual iImpairment can be broadly
defi ned as o0o@a | I n
more functions of the eye orwvisual
Syst emo.

<Xt can range from:
BLIND €<—=>PARTIALLY SIGHTED

<{|t can be congenital or acquired
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Visual Impairment

Most commonly there Is an
Impairment of:

<xVisual acuity (sharpness or clarity
of vision)

<xVisual fields (the ability:to. detect
objects to either side or above or
below the direction in which the
person IS looking)
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<xContrast sensitivity (the ability to
distinguish between an object and
| t 0s backgsound)

<XColour vision (the ability to
determine between different
colours, commonly red"and green)
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Types of Sight Loss
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Classification

There are three classes defined by
the International Paralympie
Committee (IPC) tosensure fair
competition.

<TIF 11
<TIF 12
<T/F 13
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Classification

<xT/F 11- a total lack of sight, to light
perception but the inability to recognise
shapes.

<XT/F 12- more sight than T/F 11 with
visual acuity and/or field.of vision
affected.

<X T/F13- more sight than T/F 12 with
visual acuity and/or field of vision
affected.
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Rules for Competition

<xT11 athletes must run with a guide, T12
athletes can choose and T13 athletes are
not allowed a guide.

<X Guides can be male or female.

<t Athlete and guide must not run'more than
0.5m apart, except for last 10m of the
race, providing no interference IS caused.

<t At the finish the athlete must cross the
line before the guide-runner.
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<An oOoel bow | eadd or
used, but no pushing / pulling etc.

<xVerbal instruction Is allowed:

<xGuide-runners must run! No bikes or
roller skates permitted.

<1During road races T11/12 athletes can
use 2 guide runners. Changes must
take place at either 10km, 20km or
30km.
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Terminology and Behaviour

<tVisual Impairment (VI) is the term used
to refer to all levels of sight.less.

<1Do not presume someone ‘with a visual
impairment iIs blind.

<{|dentify and introduce yourself. You
may have to do this'more than onceto
allow a person to become familiar with
the sound of your voice.
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<XGlIve verbal directions and describe
obstacles where necessary.

<tUse everyday language. For.exampte,
"see," "look" or "read.”

<xSome people may not have seenother
people perform basic motor skills, so
donot make asswumpt |
how basic tasks are performed.

<{Allow the person to take your arm and

then guide them if necessary.
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Making Sessions VI Friendly

<xProvide information in an accessible format
If required (e.g brallle, clear print-or_Suitable
electronic version for a_secreen.seader).

< Advertise your sessions with local and
national VI organisations such as British
Blind Sport and RNIB.

<tProvide Iinformation about the nearest public
transport and If possible provide a meet and
greet service from there to the venue.
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<xUse appropriate images of visually impaired
runners in your marketing material.

<xMake sure the venue has an area where
guide dogs can be left whieh'is an

appropriate temperature and water is
available.

<tMake sure coaches, leaders and volunteers
are knowledgeable about working with
visually impaired runners.

<{0Organise sessions in good daylight.
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Guide Running
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Guide Running

Communication

<xTry describing the running environment
outloudeg. " kef t®" twrn 1
"tree root o.

<xSimple, clear, concise advice and
feedback Is critical.
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<xLet the runner know If there are any
weather, light, surface or gradient
changes imminent.

<xUse verbal caution'and warning.in
advance wherever possible.

<‘Remember obstacles are high and low,
and sometimes unexpected (e.g tree
branches, dogs, potholes).
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Pairings
<x|deally pairs should be of similar height
and stride length.

<xThe speed/abllity of the guide should
be relevant to thesSsession or distance.

<xThe pair should be able to synchronise
arm and leg movements.

<X Similar interests and humour definitely
help!
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Safety

“Run oO6tighto (short
closer together) and slow down.when
needed.

sDonot put yourself
<xWear visible tops.

<xUse a strap/guide rope which IS streng
and not too stretchy or long.

<xStopping Is an option!
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Guide Running- before you go

<xBefore the first guided run, meet-or-talk
on the phone.

<{Carry out a risk assessment (or ensure
the club/leader/coach has)

<1 Start slow, If possible run some strides.
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<xChoose a simple, flat, traffic free route
to begin with.

“Tellsomebody where Vyc

<t Know the route and the quick routes
home.
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Guide Running Summary

<AHow a guide and runner work together
will depend on personal preference,
level of sight loss and experience.

<xThe role of the guide Is.to support the
visually impaired‘person to,enable
them to take part in‘running and in
doing so keep them as safe as
possible.
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<xCoaches/leaders should not be a guide
runner whilst taking a group.

<xHaving a pool of guide runners:will
ensure a visually impaired runner does
not have to rely on one persen in case
of injury, Iliness, holidays etc.
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Resources

[ ]

Impairment-spedfic Top Tips: 8 of 8 sports coach >
L)

People with Visual Impairments S C l | K
I . t
The following information has been written by those with a great deal of experience u L)
in this area. The information is provided as guidance only, allowing you to be more
infarmed in your approach to being a more inclusive coach. No two people are the
me; xch, please ensure your first step is always to speak to the person -

understand their abilities and goals, and never assume

e Wi visial irmpuairrants can provide Coaching Considerations

dhudlnge i ewry person wil fe varye
g E . Peplewth a wwern viad impirnurnt cineot ke by

Factsheet-

* L e visally ingsinad ¢
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s e maty red 0 g .
e gty
Pecple with Visual impairments May Have wpertve hat bust is davelopad quiddy

Ayl iy s AORNNg s ey
wory e & vl s i St al et

Assodated Difficulties, Such as: Datwan thi couch and paricipart.

g motoe skl not beng i well developas >

e couch shoedd s Inks and comanions.
s [BFSRS—

o alack of metivation (© expicns the awi

 buing unessen o uracoptdie body Mowrmats

Visual
Impairments
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Runnng

Running & Sprinting
and with Guides
Sprinting
with Guides
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Disability Athletics Factsheet

Classification

2 BRITISH <

4;1;« ATHLETICS  ENGLANDAATHLETICS

Introduction

] ] [ ]
This factsheet provides some generic guidance for classification in athletics. The dassification of
athletes in athletics is performed by authorised classifiers according to the classification rules of
the sport, and governed by IPC Athletics. Sport Classification Rules change from time to time,
and this guidance is current for the date of publication.

Which Impairment Groups can Compete in Athletics?

s | FaCtsheet

Cerebral Palsy (or other impairments displaying similar movement patterns e.g. stroke, brain injury)

Amputees {or other impairments displaying similar movement patterns e.g. Erb's palsy, limb
deficiancies , brachial plexus injury for arm, and talipes for leg)

Spinal cord injury (including spina bifida)
Dwarfism and Short Stature

What are the Minimal Disability Criteria?

In order to compete in disability athletics it is necessary to have a permanent measurable
impairment that affects the ability to perform the sport, so although somecne may be disabled
their impairment might have enough impact for them to be eligible in a particular sport
although they could be eligible in another. Only authorised classifiers are able to determine
whether a person meets the minimal disability criteria for a particular sport. Below is a rough
guidance to the criteria - it should not be used to provide athletes with advice regarding
eligibility.

Paralympic Group Minimal Disability - GUIDANCE ONLY |

Visually impaired ;I}s;:eleiculty must be at or below 6/60 or the visual field less than 20

Includes brain Injury and stroke, resulting In physical Impalrment such
Cerebral Palsy as spasticity, ataxla or athetosls in at least one limb.

" Single below knee amputation (through mid foot) or below elbow
Amp (through wrist) amputation.

Spinal cord injury or other
impairments causing
paralysis or paresis (e.g.
spina bifida or polio)

Level of spinal cord Injury and residual muscle strength determines
dass. Musde weakness In the legs, trunk and/ or arms, as tested using a
5 point scale, Is sufficient to limit the person's abllity to push and throw.

Achondroplasia, maximum helght 145cm males and 137cm females.
Short Stature Maximum arm length 66cm males and 63cm females.

10 of 75 or lower on standard tests, prior to 18 years. Bidence of
Intellectually Impaired significant imitations In adaptive behaviour as expressed In conceptual,
soclal, and practical adaptive skills.
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Terminology
Factshee
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Information and advice

Disability Terminology

Why use appropriate
terminology?

Using appropriate terminology i purely an
exprassion of respect and understanding.
This Is vital throughout all areas of athletis
50 that we can ensure that all disabled
people Involved In athletics In every area
and at every level are respected and valued.
It = & common misconception that
terminology s ahways changing, and the
phrase ‘political comrectnass gone mad’ 1s
widely usad, but the reasoning behind
appropriate terminology has not changead
since the Disability Dvsciimination Act
(DD 1995 was introduced.

Medical Model vs Soclal Model

The history of the "disability movernent” In
tha UK has played an Important part In the
development of terminology. With the
Introduction of the Disabnlnty Dvscrimination
Act (DDA) 1995 we formally moved from a
Medical Model to a Soclal Model.

The Madical Model, by definition
concentrated on what a person ‘can’t do’
because of thelr Impairment. This led to a
negative assoclation which considered
Indhvidualks cnly by thelr iImpalirment and
were therefore disabled by thelr
Impalrmant.

The So0al Model, developed and supported
by disabled people, shifted thinking to
encourage sodety to be aware of whose
responsibility It 1s to create an Indusive
environmeant Inwhich everyone can Ihve.
This relates to the physical environment, for
example ramps for wheelchair users, as well
as the need to change attitudes to ensure
that disablad people are not discriminated
agalnst. Disablad people are therefore

<
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disabled by soclety and this Is somathing
that can by directly translated to athlatics.
We must take responsiblitty for creating an
Iniclushve emironment and ensuring that
dizabled people are Invoheed In & sport that
Includes and Intagrates.

By adopting the Social Model to disability
and using the functional approach to
inclusion all disabled people can take part
In athletics to their full potential.

Having moved away from the Medical
Maodel, it Evital that we move away from
references In our language to an
indrviduzl’s Impairment, for example, “a
wheelle good performance” was a popular
headline, yet Is inappropriata!

By using appropriate terminology we are
neot talking about baing PC (politically
comrect), we are referring to:

# Knowdedge and experlznce of working In
the disability fizld

# Advice from disabled people themsehes

# The natural evolution of language across
time and gecgraphic areas

Choosing language with care

Bear In mind that disabled people might
refer to themsehees or other disablad
people using terminology which would be
consldered unacceptable If & non-disabled
person used it, or even If another disabled
person used it and they weren't assoclated
with the group. Be very careful not to Just
replicate language you hear. t's important
to also remember that language or words
may not necessarlly cause offense but there
might be a more appropriate word or
phrase tousa.
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Providing Accessible

Information Formats

”Access to information is the key to participating in
society, achieving in education and gaining
employment. The importance of access to information
is reflected in its recognition as a fundamental human

L
right, backed by legislation”
(RNIZ)

In order to encourage more disabled people to take part in athletics you need to
make sure you are providing information in the appropriate formats.

]
This guidance provides advice on the possible formats that might be required by
different impairment groups and how to make information available in those
formats.

The type of information required for a disabled person will vary between
individuals and it is important to remember that it will be different for each
person. The only way to find out what is required is to ask!

ormaits

1. Providing information for people with a hearing impairment Pages 2-3

2. Providing information for people with an intellectual impairment  Page 4

]
3. Providing information for people with a visual impairment Pages 4-9
4. Guidance for websites Page 10

5. Further information and resources Page 10

6. Examples of accessible information formats:

Clear Print Page 11
Easy Read Page 12
BSL Videos Page 13
Subtitles Page 13
Acknowledgements Page 13
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Inclusive
Athletics
Guidance
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